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From left to n..h.. Judz=e E\rm...

Thaiever may be the Texas iaw zs
p-whether women may sit on juries.
Mrs. M. G. Esgert. “the first woman
juror,” was accepted DY opposing
couvnsel in 2 civil case Thursday in
Iju'dge Lewis” Countr Ceurt at Law

with the agreement that neither side
wocld coniest her eliibilicyr.

It was pointed out ikat there
might be seme question as to her
religibility, 2s :he‘ old swatuies prior
10 the woman suiiraze amendmen:

Counsel Agree to H fdve W oman as ] uror
o Hatter What the s‘ ate Law ﬁ’ézy so

XMrs. M. G, E=xcrt. the woman Juror, =pd O, M
wio ‘drew -Mms. Exverts namce on  the! jury. Dehind them i the jury
uwkoel from which cach week's vepire is drzwm

Boyd of the rmy.xmm Tistsier
Coart wiro accepied the “first: worman jeror™ on this weex's jury pascls

Dreclos, disiriet  olerk

provided that jurors skl be “male
persons.”

Paints of jaw- were beinx argued
befare Judge Lewis ot the ziternoen
session, howerer, and_if the case is
decided on issues’of law Mrs. [Ezsers
for the second -fime this weel wili
lose the or:\r\uun&" 10 assist in de-

ciding 2 case.

- The case was of Vance Johasin.mi- H
nor. suing throcgs2 3. A.- Johnson zs|
nex: friend. against \_Y_ O. Burge, for
$200 aileged 0 have Déen part pay-
ment cn 2 310ck oi merchandise in
Shepherd. San Jzcinto County.

Mount Valenta Eggert - First Woman Juror- Valenta Eggert is on the Board of the Harris County Equal Suffrage Association

Mount Valenta Eggert’s photo
was included with the other
Harris County Equal Suffrage
Assn. board members

at the Marilyn Burgess event.

At one point, Valenta was on
the Houston censor board with
Gussie A. Young. Gussie was the
Executive director of the

Harris County Equal Suffrage
Assn.

Municipal Book of the City of Houston, 1922,
edited by Norman 3. Beard.

The Houston Chronicle

17 March 1921
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Mount Valenta Eggert - first Woman Juror- Valenta Eggert is on the Board of the Harris County Equal Suffrage Association
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WOMAN JUROR .

divorces.”

Such is the verdict of Mrs. M. V.

Eggert. “the firsti woman juror,” at
the close of.-2a -wveek on. the jury
panel irn the dxs(rxct and county
courts. -
. “It has been 2 dehghtful experi-
ence, dne oi the most valuable weeks
in my entire life.” Mrs. Egzert de-
clared Saturday.. She served on two
juries but in each case the'-e was an
instructed verdict.. ‘

“thle I -thougkt tha.t perhap=
women mx,nt have worked more

rapidly,’ I found that .the secret of
wise - decision is taking time to

{§think.™ said Mrs.. Ezgert! ~This is

profriable traiving for women zs

dwell as-for.men. “ .

“I saw much of thatr finer nature

‘' and that most render of all virtues—
‘sympathy—in the eves of men. asjcan serve as 100 per cent jxxroxs un-
'} they reviewed the mapy regrettable | der the law.” - :

REVIE WS WEEK |

- “¥ women knew. more of nha.t
takes place in courts there would,
.| be less domesuc trouble and fewer

DH Mrs.Thos H.E ggeré'

. Sec. certsot”

Munic ;mu.nA ;/ 1/:[( ity of Houston, 192
ted by Norman . heard.

dnngs that ﬁnd theu‘ way into
courts.”™
. Mrs. Eggert. expressed the hope
that the 1eghlat\.re will “awaken to
the fact: that. the olé statute - still
reads tkat all Jurors shall ‘be male
persons.”
“1 .served. ihrou n = faith ~ and
artesy.” she szid. . ~I hope to Dbe
su.mmoned again some &ay and be-
.fore that time I kope that women

The Houston Chronicle, 20 March 1921, p. 38.
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ATE FOLLOWS |
FIRST WORIAN JURIR:
wie Is following JMrs. 3L V.

the -Tirst woman Juror.™
Tv"u_ she has been sejecied on 2
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decide 2 cuve”” declured Mrs E"-‘

DI G IP D B v virg G v S 1§ 8 D SR e B e g Pt B PP O WS WP Mg S DI D Mg St §aA O Y W S |

jurr and each time itkere has beeny

Valenta was ap ipstrected verdict 2
The second instance occurred late;

foreman & vesterday in Judze Lewis County |
*

siened the Court at Law. bul 2irs. Egzery hedl
g the =sazisfaciion of bhaing "Eore:n:xn“g
verdict!! ol tke jury znd signing the verdiel !
o Vance Jox mnn. 2 minor. suin:l

Pretty cool. thre esh A A Jehznson, obiained an|
nsirueted \e’-d-c.. for $Z¢ a:;::.z::s:t

W 0, Espre i

2 e 4 b:iu har»:- hopes oI helpin toi

i

!

L

T
(4

The Houston Chronicle, 18 March 1921, p. 9.
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Mount Valenta Eggert- First woman juror in Harris County.

.
1] Wednesday. Anyway she had the sat- w &rv
]‘ b isfactionA of having sat in the Jury Fim mn JllfOf CS
s box. .
‘ n In Judge Lewis’ County Court ar
S!La\\ Leslie James was on rxax“(;r a ; In Hams Cwmy Coun
I eiminor traffic law charge. Mrs. Eo- =,
i ;i‘a"fﬂ was one of the jurors ' “n. “' V. Eggert, H.'ﬂ' mn'."..
"; The court, however, saved the jury | >
}tho necessity of deciding the case by ) ﬂm woman hmr' “md on her first
3 | crdering an instructed verdict for the case W“l when Leslie James was
J
s icharge.’ '+ the highway traffic laws. The prosecu-

- o

tion failed to “work up" a good case
against James, so the ju gave the
jury instructions to the effect that the
man could not be found guilty, lacking
| | evidence.

| Bo Mrs. Eggert on her first case did
.| Dot bave an opportunity to use her judg-
ment, but she seemed pleased with the
;| experience, nevertheless. Another man,
| who appeared not displeased with Mrs.
[ F‘"on was the defendant, who smiled

!
' Jq l-s Iie held that the state ".‘ ia’
i “i‘n“t;n’r(e“: L“:x‘l;"ralf,‘ 0 sub;:'.mn::te the ’ ‘ h J'«‘ wis mnﬂ for ﬂOhun‘
{
i
4
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;. The Houston Chronicle

"

16 March 1921, p. 21. - |8 “No” when asked if he had any ob-
0 \ g;mou to Mre. Eggert sitting on his
. s s } .
M

WOMAN JUROR HEARS
COUNTY COURT CASE

” i Mu y[BEftﬂLtyf’Ht 1922,
Jrs. M. V. EZZert] “the firs: wwo- dited by Norman +. Beard

man jurer.” almos: had ta é=acide
'} boew she was going 1o voie in a case

lm| Rae Bryant raebrvantl@vahoo.com JuIy 23, 2021

The Houston Post, 17 March 1921, p. 7.
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Harns County’s Frrst

Woman [uror Qualifies

Harris eounty had its first

sworn 8 Monday morning, when Mrs. M. r

Y rt of Houston told Judge Ewing
Boyd is the Fifty-fifth district court that

' | she wanted the experience—she wished

to serve for the experience and that she
did not ¢lwim ex

So now the card in Clerk Riesel's desk
hmmmw“uv.m

ja lady.” J8 seems the initials
t

The Houston Post, 15 March 1921, p. 9.

Last paragraph:

“This is the first time that a woman

has qualified in the courts of Harris County
for jury service, although the opportunity
has been theirs since the summer of 1919,
when they were first allowed the privilege
of suffrage.

Note from Rae: | am not sure if this is correct.
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WOMAN DECLINES EXCUSE

¥ DOING TU - - Unfortunately, this image needs work.
FRO! NG JURY SERY ICB‘ It appears to be from the Texas
Houston, Texas, March 14 ~For t e Associated Press. Specific words

first time in the rnistory of Harns match the ones from the Clifton
County a woman Jurer Fas been culled

] Record so | think the two articles are

und SWOrn in on u Jury pare T . ISTY

Mrs. M. V. Eprvert of Houston oy the same. Rae
mtrl) u\'ﬁ\'t‘ mn .-uf.'t.x;'o WOrh. was
today accepted on a jury of the Fifny
Second District Court, und refused 10
e e used when Juadge Ewing Boad
«xtended that courtesy !

“1 consider 1t o duty of citizen<hip w0
to serve when | have been summoned, b
and 1 consider 1t un honor to be Harrie B
County's hrst w r"  Mrs f
Parert said

Mre, Egpert os o former secretuirs
of the Harris County Eoual Suffrage
Assocration, foima: sevretioys of the
Bustness Womer <« ¢ ub o and for o ‘v
OAT  RSSISTANL  pastor of the First 4
Methodist Chureh under Rev B T

Knickerbocker ‘ All articles are on Portal
’ 1)

______ h to Texas History

The Clifton Record, Clifton, TX Added 27 July 2021

18 March 1921, p. 7, col. 1. Corpus Christi Caller, 15 March 1921, p. 1, col. 6



Woman Declines to
Be Excused From
Doing Jury Service

Houston, Texss —For e first time
in the history of Harre county o
woman juror has been called and swors
in o8 & jury panel

Mrs. M. V. Eggert of Houstom, for-
merly active in sullrage work, was ac-
cepled onm a jury of the Fifty Second
Distract court, and refused o be ex-
cused when Judge Fwing Boyd ex-
tended that courtesy.

"I consider it & duty of citizenshi
to semve when | have een -umum-tx,
and | consider it an bonor to be Har-
ris county's first woman juror™ Mre.

| Eggert said

Mrs, Eggert s & f{ormer secretdry of

- {the Harris County Equal Suffrage As-

sociation, foarmer seoretary of the
Business Womens Club and for one
year sssbetant pastor of the Fliret
Methodist chiureh under the Rev. H. T.
Kakckerboker,

Gainesville Daily Register,
16 March 1921, p 5, col. 7.

Added 27 July 2021



